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October 30, 2020 

 

To:  Members of the Historical Commission 

 

From:  Charles Sullivan 

 

Re:  D-1562: William Smith house, 207 Lake View Avenue 

 

An application for demolition of the house at 207 Lake View Avenue was received on Septem-

ber 17, 2020.  The owners, Sam Kachmar and Maggie Currier, were notified of an initial deter-

mination of significance, and a public hearing was scheduled for November 5, 2020. 

 

 
207 Lake View Avenue (highlighted in yellow).    Cambridge GIS, Sept. 2020 



 2 

 

Site 

 

The William Smith house is located on the east side of Lake View Avenue between Malcolm 

Road and Vassall Lane (Assessors Map 234/25). The structure is sited on a 8,999 square-foot lot 

in a Residence B zoning district. The zoning allows one and two-family construction with an 

FAR of 0.5 and a height limit of 35 feet. The total assessed value of the property is $1,554,400; 

the house accounts for $381,000 land of this amount. The owners reside in the existing house and 

wish to replace it with a new single-family residence.  

 

 
207 Lake View Avenue,     Assessing Department photo. 

 

Description 

 

The William Smith house at 207 Lake View Avenue is a 2 ½ -story building with an L-shaped 

plan, with one gable facing the street and two others of equal size on the left and right sides. 

Windows have 2+2 sash and are surmounted by projecting hoods, except for the arched windows 

in the gables. On the ground floor the street-facing gable has a bay window, while a covered 

porch supported by three square bracketed columns surrounds the entrance. On the second floor 

the inside corner of the L surrounds the base of a tower, the top of which has been removed. The 
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ell is two stories high and one bay wide, with a flat roof. The walls are covered with stucco, but 

the window casings, cornice brackets, and porch remain exposed. Except for the stucco and the 

removal of the tower, the building appears to have retained its original appearance with few al-

terations. It is currently occupied and appears to be in good condition overall. 

 

History 

 

The land later traversed by Lake View Avenue was part of a farm that Joshua Coolidge pur-

chased in 1816 that stretched from Brattle Street to Fresh Pond. In 1832, Coolidge divided the 

property between his sons Joshua Jr. and Josiah; the latter acquired his brotherôs share in 1839. 

Josiah Coolidge sold the property in 1870 to developers Persis Davis, T. Alfred Taylor, and Reu-

ben Demmon of Somerville and Boston. The partners platted a subdivision in 1871 that ignored 

the natural topography, creating thirty-five 15,000 square foot house lots along Lake View and 

Lexington avenues between Brattle Street and Huron Avenue, and seventy 6,000 square foot lots 

north of Huron along Lexington, Lake View and Standish streets.  

  

The Coolidge farm in 1870 (left) and as surveyed into house lots, 1873; 207 Lake 

View location circled.      CHC collections. 
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The first to put up houses on Lake View 

Avenue was William Smith, the favored 

builder of Davis, Taylor and Demmon. 

Smith was born in Nova Scotia in 1837 and 

worked as a carpenter and builder in Rox-

bury, eventually operating from an office in 

downtown Boston. His first known project 

in Cambridge was in 1868, but in 1871 he 

began a relationship with the Lake View 

Avenue developers that produced 18 houses 

on that street by 1880. During this period he 

was initially listed as a builder, but as early 

as 1880 he reported his occupation to the U.S. Cen-

sus as ñreal estate.ò In this joint capacity he acquired lots from the development partners, built 

houses as demand warranted, and sold them when he could.  

 

Smith initially put up a pair of blocky Second Empire houses at 68 and 87 Lake View in 1871, 

but the unadorned Mansard style was no longer fashionable and he soon transitioned to smaller 

houses with Mansard roofs and Italianate details, such as 94 and 104 Lake View. Finally aban-

doning Mansard roofs, his subsequent projects explored varieties of gabled roofs, as in the Ital-

ianate style as at 112 Lake View (1875), and then in the emerging Queen Anne at 173 and 174 

Lake View (1875) and finally in the Eastlake style at 128 Lake View (1880).  

 

  
87 Lake View Ave. and 97 Lake View Ave. (both 1871), William Smith, builder  Assessors photos, 2015 

Cambridge Chronicle, June 15, 1872 
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124 Lake View Ave. (1875) and 128 Lake View Ave. (1880), William Harris, builder   CHC photos, 1975- and 2014  

 

A subset of Smithôs houses included picturesque towered versions that were especially popular 

in this decade. The earliest at 94 Lake View (1875) is a one-story Mansard with a two-story 

tower; 107 Lake View (1878) is a larger version. The house at 207 incorporated a tower and was 

designed entirely in the Italianate style. The house at 78 Lake View (1879) is the last of this type, 

with corbels and heavy dentilled cornices on the tower as well on as the house itself, while the 

porch exhibits turned columns in the Queen Anne style. 

 

  
94 Lake View Ave (1875) and 78 Lake View Ave (1879), William Harris, builder     CHC photos, 2014 and 1965 

 

  


